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Dear Liberty High School Students and Families,

I am excited to welcome you to the 2021-2022 school year! As I enter my first year as the new principal
of Liberty High School, I want to begin our relationship by making clear my belief that LHS is and will
continue to be an outstanding place where all students are supported and expected to become productive,
respectful citizens.

My entire career has been spent in Bedford County, and I firmly believe in the good work we do here. I
served as a social studies teacher at Bedford Middle School and Staunton River High School before
going on to serve as lead teacher at SRHS. I then became assistant principal at Staunton River Middle
School, where I went on to serve as principal for the past three years. I am so excited to be back in the
Liberty community where my career began! Although I have only been here a few weeks, I have already
seen the incredible level of commitment and dedication this school has to seeing young people succeed.

In many ways, the upcoming school year will feel much more like the “old” way of doing things before
the pandemic. Students will once again travel in the hallways and move from room to room. Our school
day will return to its normal length, and students will be able to engage in more hands-on, cooperative
learning opportunities. That said, we will still prioritize student and staff health, and we will abide by
state and local guidance. At this time, we are still awaiting final information about masks and other
health and safety requirements. We encourage you to closely monitor local news and the BCPS website
(bedford.sharpschool.net) for updates and changes regarding the new school year.

While we are all excited for some sense of normalcy, I want to share a few things that will be new this
year. When our staff began thinking about this upcoming year last spring, one concern was quickly
agreed upon: after such a unique year, we cannot throw students back into the old way of doing school
without addressing some realistic concerns along the way. Returning to fuller classrooms, busier halls,
and longer days will be an adjustment for all of us, and to that end our staff has worked incredibly hard
to plan for a successful year. Here are a few ways we intend to support our students this year:

● Eight periods instead of four blocks. After such a unique structure last year, our staff firmly
believes that going back to 95-minute blocks would be tough for students. 95-minutes is a long
time to remain focused, engaged, and seated. So, we will have eight 45-minute periods
throughout the day. Students will travel from class to class and have normal face-to-face classes
as in previous years. For all students, one period (4th or 5th period) will be open to provide time
for lunch and learning coach time. This structure allows students to keep the same number of
classes they would have had under the old block model, it provides them with more opportunities
for movement throughout the day, and it provides them with daily practice and exposure to
content. A specific breakdown of the bell schedule is posted on our school website.
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● Learning Coaches and Social Emotional Learning. Last year took a toll on everyone. One
thing that worked well was having a single point-person for communication, connection, and
support. So, all students will continue to have an assigned learning coach. Learning coach time
will take place during the middle of the day (4th or 5th period). This time will provide an
opportunity for lunch, learning coach support, and meaningful social-emotional learning. After a
year of restricted socialization, we know that our students need to practice communication,
self-awareness, and emotional intelligence skills. So, our school counseling team has spent the
summer building Guiding Personal Success (GPS), an authentic social emotional learning
program that will allow students the opportunity to build and practice these essential skills.
Among other things, GPS will focus on self-awareness, goals, and planning for the future.

● School Counselors and Schedule Changes. Our administrative and counseling teams have
worked hard to build schedules that ensure students meet graduation requirements on time while
also honoring course requests. Please note that the drop/add deadline is August 25, 2021.
Oftentimes, dropping or adding a class may mean that several aspects of a student’s schedule
need to be redesigned.  So, if you have questions about your child’s schedule, please contact his
or her counselor as listed below. Students wishing to speak with a counselor about a schedule
should submit an add/drop form to Mrs. Markham, Counseling Secretary, in the main office.
Counselors will follow up with an appointment to discuss potential schedule changes. All
schedule changes require administrative approval. Counselor assignments are as follows:

○ Last names A-I: Mrs. Chelsie Little
○ Last names J-M: Mrs. Holly Shumate
○ Last names N-Z: Mr. Erik Olson

Open house will be held on Monday, August 9th from 12:00 PM to 7:00 PM. LHS seniors will be
available at the front of the campus, as well as the c-building parking lot area to provide tours and
guidance as needed. All teachers and staff will be unavailable from 4:15 to 4:45 for a dinner break. We
are thrilled to have our entire student body back on campus this year, and our staff will continue working
hard to plan for a successful year. Even if your student knows our campus well, I hope you will come
out and see all the exciting things we have planned at LHS this year! Personally, I am excited to meet
many of you, and I look forward to working together towards our shared goal of success for every
student at Liberty High School.

Please continue to check your email and our school website often for additional updates and
information. Parking passes for students will be $30.00 this year. Students wishing to drive on campus
should bring the enclosed form during open house or the first day of school to receive a pass. Other
information about bell schedules, breakfast, and lunch will be posted and emailed very soon. Go
Minutemen!

Respectfully,

Justin M. Tucker, M.Ed.
Principal

The mission of Liberty High School is to focus on relationships, academics, community, and wellness every day.


